
Part II.  Challenges and efforts towards social implementation 
(including regulatory considerations) 

 

15:40-16:40  2. Communication strategy and consumer 
outreach by Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries 

 
Mr. Hiroaki Yamada, Director, Research Policy Planning 
Division, Biotechnology Safety Office, Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Research Council Secretariat, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Japan 
 

 
  

ILSI Workshop on Genome Edting Technology in Agriculture (10 July, 2017) 11 Mr. Yamada



Communication strategy and consumer outreach by Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) 
 
Mr. Hiroaki Yamada, Director, Research Policy Planning Division, Biotechnology Safety 
Office, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Research Council Secretariat, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Japan 

 

Abstract 
As promoting research and development (R&D) utilizing biotechnology and practical 
application / commercialization of its results, it is important to encourage communication 
with the public from the early stage of R&D about what kind of benefits are expected and 
what kind of risk there is. 

 
MAFF provides consumers with research outcomes which may bring benefits to them along 
with objective information on their risk at the symposium, seminar, science café, etc., as well 
as disseminating information on research outcomes through the mass media. 

 
It is important to ensure compliance with laws and regulations to gain the public trust. In 
addition to the appropriate safety assessment on genetically modified crops, MAFF provide 
guidance for appropriate management to research institutes conducting R&D of genetic 
modification technology and checks their compliance with the laws and the regulations. 

 
Through such efforts, we will continue to foster public acceptance of biotechnology and 
strive for practical realization of the research outcomes in society. 
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